Co-ordination of the Mediterranean Ymca's
The 3rd meeting of the coordination of the YMCA's of southern europe took place in Holland, at Ernst Sillem on Saturday 18 May, 1996 from 14.30 to 18.00 hrs. This short meeting took place during the General assembly of the European Alliance.

Those present:

· Representing Greece :  Nikos Bibiris and Vasilis Tsimbikakis

· Representing Italy:       Diego Tamburrini and Stefano Tomarelli

· Representing Malta:     Tom Cusens and Jean-Paul Mifsud

· Representing France:    François Seidenbinder

Observers and special invitees, whom we thank for their interest in our work:

· John W. Casey, General Secretary of the World Alliance

· Daniel Hug, Switzerland

The unexplained absence of Portugal and Spain was sincerely regretted by all the representative who were present. Certainly, the absence of two countries out of six limits the weight of the thoughts and decisions that can be taken. Therefore, it is requested that every country does all that it possibly con to take part in our meetings.

So please note, that the next meeting of the Southern Europe co-ordination will take place in Malta on 26 and 27 October, 1996 and the following will be in Greece at the end of February or beginning or March 1997.

The group hopes that nothing too serious prevented our Portuguese and Spanish friends from coming to Holland. 

We agreed the following agenda:

1) Youth Activities:  The camp in Spain.

2) Training:               The University of Bardonecchia.

                                     English Courses in Malta.

3)  Other Matters:        Request from Switzerland to participate.

                                     Election to the Nominations Committee

                                     Logo for the co-ordination.

1) Youth Activities :

During the last meeting in Madrid we agreed to hold an international camp, to be organised by Spain . We noted that as of today no countries had registered any young people on this project. Several reasons were put forward for this:

· the target group is too young

· we started to organise the camp too late

· we have received no news regarding the financing of this project from Europe and this prevented us from fixing an exact price.

· It was decided :

· that Greece would organise an international camp for 15-18 year olds in 1997. This camp will be different but complementary to the Camp Philia which will take place in Italy.

· That we will support the Camp Philia in two ways:

                *by inviting Italy to put forward Mediterranean cultural aspects on the organising committee for Camp Philia.

·                 *by promoting Camp Philia and looking for more registrations from each country.

· For the camp that is to held in Greece in 1997, Greece will make up a draft file for our meeting in October and a visit will be made to the suggested site at our meeting in March. The camp will typify the Mediterranean and will include European finance.

· Finally it is desirable that there should be a meeting of the camp workers, perhaps at the same time as our meeting in Greece in March. To limit our costs it may be possible for these people to stay with families.

2) Training

a) The University of Bardonecchia (Italy)

Italy informed the co-ordination of a delay regarding this subject. Thus, the entry of the first intake this Autumn is not guaranteed and we must be patient. On the other hand the equipment is nearly ready ( teaching facilities, sports hall), only the university residence is yet  to be completed.

After having consulted their Executive Committee, Greece and France signaled their interest in the project and their wish to collaborate in it.

b) English Courses in Malta

Details were given on the arrangements for 1997:

· the courses will last theree weeks and start each Monday

· the courses will be open to other YMCA alliance

· during the English courses, the YMCA students will mix with students from other organisations.

3) Other Matters

· Election to the executive Committee of the European Alliance

The co-ordination congratulated Angelo Iuppa on his election to the Executive Committee and asked for the support of the candidature of Vasilis Tsimbikakis of Greece to the new Nominations Committee.

· Greece presented the future logo for the co-ordination. The overall design was accepted by the co-ordination. The abbreviation will be " COMEDY"-co-ordination Mediterranean des YMCA.

· Switzerland, sitting as observers at this meeting, put forward its reasons for its presence. In fact, the French speaking part of Switzerland feels closer to this group than to the German speaking part. It is to overcome this isolation and to have more influence, that the French speaking Swiss are interested in our co-ordination. The same question, that is , a request to participate in our co-ordination, has been made by our Armenian friends.

It was specified that this co-ordination should retain a strong  Mediterranean cultural identity. However, neither is it a closed club. So, the two countries will be invited to our next meeting as observers and in after a few meetings, they feel at ease and adhere to our ideas and projects, they will be welcome to join the co-ordination.

For the co-ordination

François Seidenbinder

YMCA France 

ANNEXE

Coordonnees des memrbes de la co-ordination mediterraneenne des YMCA

  YMCA Malta                                                   YMCA Tessaloniki 

  Jean-Paul Mifsud /Tom Cusens                        Vasilis Tsimbikakis

  C/o 182/3 Tower Rd                                          Kamvounion 8

  Sliema SLM10                                                   GR-54621 Thessaloniki

  Malta                                                                  Greece

  Tel : 356344345                                                Tel:  0030 31 24 10 07 40 00

  Fax : 356 344345                                               Fax: 0030 31 26 45 02 

  YMCA Espana                                                  Secretariat Europeen 

  Ignacio Rodriguez Porrero                                Dolf Weder

  C/ Salustiano Olozaga 12                                  EAY

  28001 Madrid                                                    Teufenestase 94

  Spain                
 



       CH 9000- St Gallen

  Tel : 431 58 69




      Switzerland

  Fax : 578 31 06




      tel: 41 71 27 72 17








      Fax: 41 71 27 72 19

YMCA Italia




     Observers

Stefano Tomarelli/Diego Tamburrini

     YMCA Switzerland

Via Uffici del Vicario 33



      Daniel Hug

1-00186 ROMA




      Aux Secherons

Tel: 39 6 679 56 10



      CH-1675 Vauderens

Fax. 39 6 699 2102



      Tel: 41 909 4255








       Fax: 41 909 4255

UCJG/YMCA France



      Armenian National YMCA

François Seidenbinder



      Ashot Kocharian

5, Place de Vénétie



      Miutiunnery Tun 19

Paris






      Hanrapetutian Hraparak

Tel: 33 45 83 62 63



      ARM-375010 YEREVAN

Fax: 33 45 86 64 92



      Tel: 8852 56 19 86









       Fax: 8852 56 14 80

ACM Portugal




   YMCA Greece

Joaquim Monteiro




    Nikos Bibiris

Praceta do Montalvao



    36 Akadimias St

P 2900 SETUBAL




    GR-106 72 ATHENES

Tel: 00351 65 2 98 85



    Tel: 00301 362 69 70

Fax: 00351 35 3 47 29

Fax: 00301 363 46 60

